die. He B W™ o0c IR BOK &

arc|News #

App

a7 B s e el 8 e d i

Changes in Store for Dallas’ FIG

Dallas’ Fashion Industry Gallery
(FTG) is expected to have its brpest market
ever March 30-April 2 since opening in te
downtown arts district twoe years ago, but
the contemporary showcase is st a critical
stage of growth as It moves o realign its
management,

FIG Director (Gavin Smith has been pro-
mucied bo the newhy created posiSon of creative
director. Elyse Wasserman has taken over
management of diydo-day operations as inter-
i direcior while FIG ewner Brook Partners
undergoees a search for A new direciorn,

“We're in a clesic life cycle ighl now and
talkexd] to Gavin about the role he'd like 1o
pliy here, and, naturally, the most enjoyable
posstion for him b8 to lscus on the creative as
pects of FIG,™ said John Saghrue, chiefl exec-
e offcer and foumder of Dalkas-based
Brook Partners, which owns FIG.

Smith has been instrumental in attracting
big talent fo FIG. Nicole Richie recently visit-
ed the center for a book signing. Ard during
cach market, FIG leties a guest designer dur-
ingg the opening nkght party hosted by (el
sion personality Mattic Koberts, Fast guests
have lacluded LA -based destgmers Mony
Techierman of Petre Zillia, Michael Coben
of Michael Stars and Trina Turk.

As Smith adapts to his new position,
Sughrae confirmed that Wasserman is being
considered for the director positian but said
management will condict an extensive
search 1o explore all aptions,

Mesnwhile, the cenber, ai 1507 Hoss Ave,
continues to grow, Late last year, popular chef
Stephen Pyles opened a resturant in FIG,

“It's the hottest ticket in Dallas,®
Sugthruse said.

This show features 43 permanent show-
rovms, o “gallerics,” as the center’s man-
agers call them, along with 75 guest design-
ers, including Jankce Levin-Krok of Polec,

who was 1o be part of a “meet the designer”
seszion on March 30,

Mew temporary space on the second oor
of the center is the home for the new Shop
irade show featuring a bost of local amd ot
of-town brands, including True Beligion,
Betsey Johnson, Single, Linda Lowder-
imdlh, Jamaes Jeans and ofbers,

Sughrue said FIG has modeled iself after
The Mew Mart in Los Angeles and in 2 lot of
wiys the cemter has pasalleded its 1A coun-
terpart, featuring many of the same show-
rioims while oousing an contemporary Bnes
o men and women.

“You s a “bousikquesing™ of America going
an right now with boutigue hotels, boulique
arlines,” Sughrue said, “We're part of that, too,

People want a better shopping exgperienos amxdl
we offer that here at FIG.®

The center is part of [2allas’ urban renass-
sace, where lof apariments are cropping up
Eke wildlowers. Brook Parimers is building a
i Tower pist (o e Masher Sculpture
Centre and Morion Symiphony
Center. Meanwhile, noted Dutch architect
Rem Koothaas k= desagning a performing arls
center nearby, And new enirics from W Ho-
tieda s Rite-Corliom are corming nesl year.

‘:lnhrut eyven acknowledged that rival
Fashion Center Dallas (part of the Dindlas
Market Center) has contributed 1o Dallas’
coarsback in fshion and arts.

“It all coniributes o a befter Dallas™
Sugrhruee said, “MNobody wants to be in a dull
LiFAT. H:ﬂ:e. 11 yesars agen, some would sy
that about [alles. Bt not asmere.”

—fpbert MeARister



