grand finale

hasts an end-of--

By Holly Haber
At Fashion Industry Gallery, the finale is
st Lhe Beginndng
The boutique mar's [atest inmovation
ke F1G Finale, a public clearance sale
where area stores offer their end-ofseason
merchandiseE 12 6 bafgaln-hunting public
Thee inaagural FIG Finale, beld Feb, 3
and 4 om the second floor of the Building,

drew about 1,500 consamers eager o peruse

Fall goods discounted up bo TS percent

from such top area fashion stores as Forly

Five Ten, Kikh Hippie and Premdam S5

Fall samples were also avallable af half

the whobessle price tag from a handful of

oompanies, including Garfleld & Marks and

the Federico Mariel and Launch shownsoms.
There areé plans 1o kold the sale twics

a year; the pext app will be somedime in

August or early Seplember, according to
Gavin Smith, F1G director

e ve discussed having this the whale
time we were planning the building,”
Smith sald. “We are nol apen to the public,
bt this is an opportunity for us io promaote
ihe stores and our tenants. IF you help the
gtone make money, you anly becoms mors
endeared to the store,”

Foetailers paid £50 for each
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mrrehandise Axiure they
usesd, mned each shopper paid
a $10 entrunce fee. Merchanls
stafled thelr own beaths, and
mos] pocepled cash anly
“It was Mmntastic,” said
Larry Gayao, assistant
manager af Premiam 83, which
carries |ahels sich a8 Daryl
K and Ted Baker "It worked
both ways, to introdace peopls
te FIG and for the slones to be
nhle to pot rid of some stuff
that they weren't able to sell”
Fremium: B3 sel up thnee
recks of clothing apd sold
aboail Balf the goods, be said
E_ P McNeill, co-ownier of
this Billy Beoid brand mon's
glorne, wad alss enthusiastic
“We were really pleased
with the traffic and totalls
blown away with how lolks
wire spending.” hesadd. “In
teres of volume, we came in
over daulde oir prajeced
numhers. | mean, in Ehe frst
Fivww hours, wo Bnd gaye [allins
ovrEr Each olher grabbing
stufl — it was preity frantic
Anciher sirong point foF Us was
that becawss of our exclusine
gistribution strategy, this Was a
greal way for ug b movs axces
production runs, random
prodotypes and ape-of-a-kKind
sampes. And we were able o
ot the collection bn Mot of 6
wirry sophisticabed customer
many of whaom we hatl not
had in our slores yvel — which
wag an unexpecied plos

clearance sale open to the public.

Mot of the 20-ol] stopes
were from Dallaz, inélisding
Cottap Islamd, Elements,
Krinsion & Klover, Sebastian™s
Closet amd Toolsies

“IN theiy il one & ry o,
I wonild tolally be thens," suid
Kristen Campbell, & theater
Hicisl who came 1o FIG
Finnle amd nakbbed o cnmilsobe,
& croppd blazer, (wo pairs of
shoes and a Teshird for a fokal of
S1EG “The sale was e r|i~:‘-1 far
mie Beeiuss my current salary
cloos ol melbow e o shop ad foll
price al places like Forly Five
Teo amd Premium 583, bt 1 bove
Lhed ot bs.”

In pther FIG mews, Poleci
deskzner Janles Levin-Krok
will be & special guest ol March
market, and will be feted at &
Thursday evening soirse im the
lobby and sdjacent park

I additiomn, Samith sai< thag
thir Shop temporary show that
Enamcbed by COefoher shauld be
BigEer in March

Shop will ba back — wo
have a huge start on that,” he
sabd. =1 feed like we will be
overssld agsin It wae mope
thim S0 [vendors] the frst
Elma, ., | think we'Ll have T8
plus vendors at Shop.”




